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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Stephen Catlin (No. 36,101) on March 3, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

In claim 1 , line 9, -wherein the first and second damping elements are in frictional 

engagement with one another or an interposed third damping element- has been 

inserted after "their periphery". 

Claims 3 and 4 have been cancelled. 

In claim 9, line 2, "4" has been changed to -1~. 

In claim 1 1 , line 2, "4" has been changed to - V. 

In claim 15, line 1, "4" has been changed to 

In claim 17, line 1, "4" has been changed to --1-- 

In claim 25, line 7, -ceramic- has been inserted after "hard". 
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The above change to Claim 1 has been made to incorporate allowable subject 
matter from claims 2 and 3 into the independent claim. The above cancellation of 
claims 3 and 4 are due to their inclusion into independent claim 1 . The above change to 
Claims 9, 11, 15, 17 have been made to correct claim dependency after the cancellation 
of claim 4. The above change to claim 25 has been made to further define over the 
prior art. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see Amendments, filed 1/27/2006, and the above 
examiner's amendment with respect to the damped aerofoil structure (page 7 
paragraphs 2 and 5) have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejections of 
claims 1-2 and 5-26 have been withdrawn. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance" 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Devin Hanan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6089. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Look can be reached on 571-272-4820. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). * 
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